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At Brinsworth Howarth Primary School, pupils are given opportunities to develop their 
knowledge, understanding and use of spoken and written English, within a balanced, 
creative and aspirational curriculum.  
 
There are many opportunities provided for children to consolidate and reinforce 
taught English skills and to apply them in a range of contexts. Whilst ensuring that we 
cover all key objectives from the National Curriculum, all teachers aim to deliver 
writing lessons which fully engage and inspire pupils, often using cross curricular 
links. We strongly believe that giving children a purpose for writing is important, so 
that they feel motivated to write when they have a clear target audience.  
 

 
Intent 

 
At Brinsworth Howarth Primary School we intend to foster an outstanding writing 
culture by: 

• creating an environment where writing is promoted across the whole school 
and in every subject area, and writing skills are interwoven into all curricular 
areas. 

• ensuring pupils make good progress in their writing skills. 
• creating a positive writing culture that complements our positive reading 

culture.  
• developing the children’s ever growing vocabulary and its use, through an 

interest in words and their meanings. 
• developing the children’s technical vocabulary with understanding of 

grammatical terminology. 
• developing the children’s ability to write accurately for a variety of purposes, 

audiences, forms and text types. 
• develop the children’s confidence and ability to write for pleasure and develop 

their own ideas. 
 

Implementation 
 
At Brinsworth Howarth, a range of carefully planned lesson sequences are used to 
deliver all components of the writing curriculum. This includes dedicated handwriting 
lessons, spelling lessons, specific grammar and punctuation lessons as well as 
lessons designed around the composition of texts. These lessons are organised and 
managed by teachers. Skills and topic knowledge is revisited and built upon in line 
with the Early Years Foundation Stage and the expectations of the National 
Curriculum. 
 
The following key understandings are embedded within all writing experiences with 
children: 

 1. written texts should be meaningful and communicate information; 

 2. the content of a written text comes from the thoughts and ideas of the writer; 

 3. there are different purposes and different types of texts for writing and that an          
author writes for an audience. 

Writing with children provides numerous opportunities to develop children’s emergent 
literacy capacities including making meaning/expressing ideas in texts, fine motor 
skills, phonological awareness, and creating and exploring texts. We deliver a writing 



curriculum that allows children to develop skills alongside subject knowledge, so that 
they are able to apply their learning to a range of contexts, ensuring that they are well 
equipped for future learning. Audience and purpose is well explored throughout each 
year by using real-life, meaningful writing opportunities where ever possible. 
 
In Foundation Stage and Year 1, writing is taught as part of our systematic phonics 
scheme ‘SoundsWrite’ using a reading into writing approach. We have an emphasis 
on children learning fluency, and children practise writing through their phonics 
learning (often through the use of dictated sentences) as well as additional elements 
of writing practice that focus on the grammatical aspects of writing. There is a focus 
on children developing handwriting and writing fluency. 

Throughout school, handwriting and presentation is given high priority, ensuring high 
quality, accurately formed writing is produced. This is developed from the 
improvement of motor skills, accurate letter formation (supported by SoundsWrite 
phonics) and fluency. Regular handwriting lessons and interventions ensure letters 
are correctly formed, sized and are consistently presented. Please refer to our 
Handwriting Policy for further detail.  
 
The National Curriculum details what we teach in the long-term and provides the key 
objectives. Our medium-term plans give details of the purpose for writing being 
developed, the text type focus (See Appendix 1) and the main learning objectives for 
each term. These plans define what we teach, and ensure an appropriate balance 
and coverage of learning across each term, with time built in for consolidation of 
learning. Teachers will also use adaptive teaching to tailor learning on a lesson by 
lesson basis to meet the needs of all pupils.  

During the writing process, editing skills are taught, used and given importance to 
ensure that children understand how they are in control of producing their best 
writing. Editing may be taught and applied at word level (e.g. correcting spellings 
using a dictionary) at a sentence level (e.g. correcting use of punctuation) or at whole 
text level (e.g. editing to improve cohesion).  

 
 
Reading into writing 
 
We believe that the more that children read and hear from high quality age related 
texts, the more informed their writing will be. Children will be actively encouraged to 
apply what they have heard in books into their own writing. Staff support children in 
making the link between reading and writing. We strongly believe that reading is key 
to learning and fundamental to success in writing. Our Reading Policy fully explains 
how reading is taught and assessed. 
 
 
Speaking and listening  
 
We acknowledge that a child’s understanding of the spoken word and their capacity 
to express themselves coherently and confidently in a variety of situations provides 
the foundation for all further language and literacy development. It is critical to the 
development of both reading and writing.  
 
Adults in school will model speaking in a variety of situations e.g. speaking for a more 
formal audience, and give many opportunities for speaking and listening during the 
writing process. This may be in the form of drama, debates, shared writing, dictated 
sentences and reading aloud their own writing etc.  



 
 
Impact 
 
Assessment takes place in two formats at Brinsworth Howarth. The short term 
assessments that teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their 
daily plans. They match these short-term assessments closely to the teaching 
objectives. Written or verbal feedback which is in line with the ‘Marking and 
Feedback Policy’ is given to help guide children’s progress. Older children are 
encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work. When 
children are completing an extended piece of writing, assessment may be made 
against a personalised success criteria designed by the teacher that reflects the 
purpose and text type being taught. 
 
Summative assessments are made three times a year to inform termly progress 
towards end of year expectations. Judgments on children’s writing are made after in 
house moderation has taken place.  
 
The end of key stage and end of year moderation tools provided by the Standards 
and Testing Agency and Rotherham School Improvement Service (See Appendix 2) 
inform the extent to which a child is working towards the expected standard, working 
at the expected standard or working above the expected standard for their age.  Not 
only do the moderation tools provide a means to make summative judgments, but it 
also informs next steps for both children and staff.  
 
All staff implement the assessment philosophy that a chid must be a ‘secure fit’ 
against given ‘pupil can’ statements, as seen in end of Key Stage One and Two 
materials. In addition to this, staff take great care and diligence in ensuring that the 
judgements they make come from writing that is deemed independent (See Appendix 
3). Quality assurance activities in the form of moderation and professional discussion 
occurs at least termly. This includes working in year groups teams, key stage teams, 
mixed year groups or as a whole school. 
 
In EYFS, staff make summative judgements at the end of the Reception Year in line 
with the statutory Early Years Profile. 
 
 
 
Inclusion  
 
In all classes, children have a wide range of abilities, and we seek to provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 
ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons, 
children will work in groups with a differing range of tasks to meet their ability needs, 
while in others we ask all children to work from the same starting point before moving 
on to develop their own ideas at their individual level. Teachers and classroom 
assistants support children, and enable work to be matched to their individual needs.  
 
Children are identified early for relevant intervention programmes, which are planned 
for carefully to precisely develop the area of writing required.  
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 
Text types to be covered through Key Stage 1 and 2 
 

 
 
 
Genre examples to be covered in each year group 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Lists/ Labels 
Instructions 
Non-chronological report 
Story 
Character/setting 
description 
Explanation  
Letter  
Recount 
Diary  
 

Instructions (including 
recipes) 
Non-chronological report 
Story 
Character/setting 
description 
Explanation  
Letter  
Recount 
Diary (including in role) 
Newspaper report  
 

Newspaper report 
Diary (including in 
role)  
Narrative  
Non-chronological 
report  
Persuasive letter 
Persuasive 
advert/poster   
Explanation 
Letters 
Poetry 
Recount 

Newspaper report 
Diary (including in 
role)  
Narrative  
Non-chronological 
report  
Persuasive letter 
Persuasive 
advert/poster   
Explanation 
Letters 
Poetry 
Recount 

Diary  
Balanced argument  
Setting description 
Narrative  
Non-chronological 
report 
Persuasive advert 
/writing  
Newspaper report 
Letter writing 
Poetry 
 

Newspaper report 
Non-chronological report 
Letters- formal/ 
informal/persuasive 
Character/setting 
description/stories 
Diary entry 
Biography  
Persuasive 
advertisement/writing 
Balanced argument 
Narratives 
Poetry 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 



Appendix 3  
Guidance on independent writing 

 



 

 
Source (2022/23 Teacher assessment guidance. Key stage 2)  



Appendix 4  
A common approach to Literacy at Brinsworth Howarth 

 
A common approach within classrooms 
 

• Ambitious and technical vocabulary/key words for various subjects and topics 
are displayed. 

• Common exception/ commonly misspelt words for relevant year groups/key 
stages are visible for children to use. 

• Spelling/SPaG display indicating what is being taught at the moment and can 
be used as an aid by pupils. 

• Annotated examples of high quality work are visible.  
• Word mats and vocabulary aids are accessible to children as and when they 

need them. 
• All handwritten work from staff follows the school handwriting policy. 

 
A common approach to literacy book presentation 
 

• All books must have the marking policy on the inside front cover. 
• All pieces of work must be dated using the full date (eg Wednesday 17th 

January 2018) 
• All pieces of work must include a learning intention. 
• From Year 2 onwards, work is written on the right hand side page with 

corrections and edits on the left hand page. 
• All work must be presented starting from the margin of the page. This also 

includes spellings and editing. 
• Feedback and marking must follow the school marking policy guidelines. 
• A range of work should be presented, such as group work, drama, guided 

work and independent work.  
• Handwriting should be consistently of a high quality and reflect the letter 

formation/joins taught.  
• A success criteria may sometimes be included as appropriate for children to 

refer to. 
• Children must take great pride in their books, with presentation and 

awareness of the reader reflected.  
• Any editing by children is completed in blue pen. Adults will write in black pen 

using a joined, legible handwriting script which reflects that expected of the 
children at the end of Key Stage 2. 

 


