
	Understanding the World

Children must be supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that help make them to make sense of the world. Their learning must be supported through offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools safely; encounter creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments and in real life situations; undertake practical ‘experiments’; and work with a range of materials.



	What we intend children to learn and do
	How we will implement this learning
	What is the desired impact:

End of nursery expectations (expected 3-4 years)
	Events & Outings

	Past and Present
· Children talk about their own family and their own life and things that have happened e.g. holidays

· Children know what happened yesterday and further in their past. They may share photographs or objects to support their own storytelling of events

People, Culture and Communities
· Children can say what is similar or different about themselves and their peers and know that differences are natural and positive

· Through stories and photographs, children learn about different celebrations that may take place in their own life or that of others

· Children know each other by name and are encouraged to address each other by name

· Children explore different roles in their community by listening to stories, visitors and through role play

· Children use the vocabulary they have heard in their role play
The Natural World
· Children explore natural materials / environments and begin to sort them and describe their properties

· Children use resources to explore materials and talk about what they see, feel and smell

· Children explore cause and effect through play and begin to say what they have done and observed

· Children explore a range of seeds and can say how they are different

· Children plant seeds and observe how the plants change and grow

· Children know how to care for plants and what happens if they don’t

· Children are taught to respect and care for their own environment and that in the natural world

· Children explore life cycles through story or direct observation and talk about the changes they see

· Children know how to care for animals and can share their own experiences

· Children explore different forces in their play such as, floating and sinking

· Children observe materials as they change such as when ice melts and when engaged in activities such as baking

· Children name their town and country and can name places they have visited

· Children can talk about the differences in the places they have been to their own environment
	Past and Present
· Look at photos of themselves from a baby until now. Talking about the changes in their appearance and the things they can do.
· Talk about their experiences outside of school e.g. the things they have done at the weekend, clubs they go to after school. 

· Days of the week song. Model vocabulary today, tomorrow, yesterday.
· Model vocabulary such as last week, when you were a baby.
People, Culture and Communities
· Looking at diverse texts such as Handa’s Surprise and Elmer.

· Circle time discussing differences and similarities of each other. 

· Celebrating world events and festivals such as Chinese New Year, Eid and Christmas. 

· Activities that encourage them to learn each other’s names.

· Role-play areas such as hospitals, vets, shops and home corners. 

· Visitors from the community such as the police and firefighters to come and talk to the children about their jobs. 

The Natural World
· Providing a range of natural materials and objects for them to explore. 

· Exploring our senses through various activities and experiences. 

· Explore plants, flowers and their various parts such as roots and seeds. 

· Plant and care for flowers and look after them.

· Observe the different stages of growth e.g. bean/ sunflower diary. (Drawing and talking about what they can see.)

· Floating and sinking activities

· Various cooking activities looking at how the ingredients have changed states e.g. melting chocolate. 

· Using Google maps and street view to look at their house and street. Talk about the house that they live in. How is it the same or different to their friends’ houses? 

· Look at the houses and homes in Africa when learning about Handa’s surprise. How is it the same or different to Brinsworth? 
	By the end of nursery children will be expected to: 

· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
· Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.

· Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.

·  Begin to make sense of their own life-story and their family history. 

· Show interest in different occupations.

·  Explore how things work.

· Plant seeds and care for growing plants.

· Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an animal.

· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.

· Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 

· Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.

· Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people.

·  Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.
	People who help us visitors. 
Leanimals mobile zoo (or similar) visit.

	
	
	
	


