	Communication and Language
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all areas of learning and development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with peers throughout the day in language rich environments is crucial. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role-play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from the teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.


	What we intend children to learn and do
	How we will implement this learning
	What is the desired impact:
Expected 3-4 years
	Experiences & Outings

	Listening and understanding
· Children sit and listen well to stories.
· Children can recall what happened in a story that has been read to them.

· Children can pay attention to two different things, such as what they are doing and listening to an instruction.
· Children can understand and follow an instruction that has two parts, such as get your coat and then line up.
· Children respond appropriately to a two part question such as “How did you make that? Can you show me?
Speaking

· Children join in with familiar songs and rhymes.

· They use some vocabulary from rhymes and stories within their play.

· They can retell a familiar story, using props such as small world toys or puppets. 

· They begin to speak in longer sentences.

· They sometimes use the words because or and to extend their sentences.

· They sometimes use incorrect tenses such as swimmed or runned.

· They can pronounce most sounds correctly. 

· They talk about what they like and what they can see.

· They can explain an opinion or idea and begin to explain why they think that.

· They use talk to negotiate and extend ideas with others in their play.
	· Provide a rich and stimulating learning environment where children are given opportunities to talk and activities that promote communication and language
· Share stories on a daily basis, talking about ideas and feelings and linking to own experiences

· Talk about the characters that we meet in stories and consider their actions and feelings

· Talk about book choices and why we like particular texts e.g. when choosing library books

· Share a range of information texts based on the themes or in response to children’s own interests. Discuss the information found and the key features of the text
· Sing songs and rhymes regularly, providing props and instruments to encourage children to recreate these independently

· Introduce a wide range of vocabulary and encourage it to be used in a range of situations

· Model and expect the use of full sentences. 

· Use the ‘My turn…Your turn’ technique such as in maths meetings and when introducing new vocabulary

· Use open ended questions that encourage children to explain their thinking and processes

· Support and scaffold children’s use of language through sensitive repetition and modelling 

· Provide role play and small world activities based on the themes or linked to children’s interests and experiences

· Provide story props and puppets to encourage the retelling of familiar stories and the creating of new stories

· Create opportunities to talk, describe and explain, focusing on our developing understanding of the world around us


	3-4 years
By the end of the nursery, children should,

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

Pay attention to more than one thing at a time.

Use a wider range of vocabulary.

Understand a question or instruction that has two parts. 

Understand why questions.

Sing a large repertoire of songs.

Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books and be able to tell a long story. 

Develop their communication, but may have problems with irregular tenses and plurals. 

Develop their pronunciation bug may have problems saying:- some sounds: r,j, th,ch,sh
-multi-syllabic words. 

Use longer sentences of four to six words.

Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend. Using words as well as actions. 

Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.

Use talk to organise themselves and their play.
	Visitors from the community

Visit from leanimals (or similar) with a range of animals.
Memorable moments

	
	
	


