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SMSC POLICY

November 2023
Policy for Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Values
At Brinsworth Howarth Primary School, we recognise that the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of pupils plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve.  We therefore aim to provide an education that provides pupils with opportunities to explore and develop the following: 
· their own and others’ values, beliefs, feelings and responses to personal experience.
· spiritual awareness and a sense of individual and group identity.
· high standards of personal behaviour and expectations.
· a positive, caring attitude towards other people.
· social and moral issues, and develop a sense of social and moral responsibility.
· an understanding of their own and others’ social and cultural traditions.
· an appreciation their social and cultural environment and an appreciation of the many cultures that now enrich our society.
SMSC is a dimension of the whole school experience, which makes the curriculum relevant, stimulating, creative and enjoyable. It enriches each subject as well as the ethos of Brinsworth Howarth, and is an essential ingredient of school success.  
Intent
Spiritual Development
As a school we intend to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Develop and maintain their own self-esteem
· Develop their capacity for critical and independent thinking
· Foster their emotional wellbeing and be able to express their feelings
· Experience moments of stillness and reflection
· Discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences
· Form and maintain worthwhile and positive relationships 
· Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life
Moral Development
As a school we intend to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Recognise the unique value of each individual they meet
· Listen and respond appropriately to the views of others
· Gain the confidence to cope with setbacks and learn from mistakes (resilience)
· Take initiative and act responsibly with consideration for others
· Distinguish between right and wrong
· Show respect for the environment
· Make informed and independent judgements
Social Development
As a school we intend to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Develop an understanding of their individual and group identity
· Work and socialise positively with other pupils, including those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds
· Develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain

Cultural Development
As a school we intend to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to:
· Understand and appreciate the range of different cultures in school and further afield
· Respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities
As a school we recognise the importance of these values because:
· Pupils, and also staff, achieve better when they feel valued
· Our beliefs and values influence the way we behave and the community that we live in
· Education is about the development of the whole person
Implementation
All curriculum areas and every aspect of school life have a contribution to make to children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, and explicit opportunities for this will be planned for by each class teacher. This will enable children to gain knowledge and understanding, and also develop the skills they need to participate in the life of the diverse community in which they live. For example:

Social

· There is a high level of staffing at mealtimes and on the playground to promote appropriate social interaction. Pupils play together in group games and imaginative play of their own and with adults.
· Year 6 play leaders lead games on the playground at both break time and lunch time. This encourages interaction with children of different age groups, and provides opportunities for children to refine their use of language.
· All children experience educational visits within the community, including swimming in Year 4 and a 3-day residential in Year 6.
· All children are encouraged to attend before and after school clubs as part of our work with Rotherham Children’s University.

Moral

· There is an agreed reward system in place, as outlined in the Rewards and Positive Behaviour Policy. This enables all children to earn prizes for good behaviour as well as academic achievement. Special mentions assemblies are also held weekly so that everyone can share in the success of others.
· At Brinsworth Howarth Primary we restore and repair relationships and positive behaviour through the use of self-regulation time/space supervised by appropriate staff member, reminder of strategies from Zones of Regulation toolbox and behaviour meetings to reflect on choices.
Spiritual 

· Children are encouraged to take part in periods of reflection at different times throughout the school week, such as during assemblies and during class discussions. 

· Pupils are encouraged to appreciate the awe and wonder of the world around them whenever appropriate occasions arise e.g. looking for signs of Spring on a Geography trip.

Cultural

· There are regular celebrations of religious festivals over the year including harvest, Diwali, Christmas, Easter, Eid, Chinese New Year.
· Throughout their time at Brinsworth Howarth, children will have been given the opportunity to visit places of worship from many different faiths as part of the RE curriculum, including churches, mosques and sikh temples. 

· All pupils are accepted equally and play an active part in the school community regardless of their ethnicity, religion or gender. All adults will model and promote these attitudes and show respect for all pupils and their families. 
British Values 
The DfE have reinforced the need to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the Fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

At Brinsworth Howarth, we promote British Values through our spiritual, moral, social and cultural education which permeates through the school’s curriculum and supports the development of the whole child.

Democracy

Children, parents and staff have many opportunities for their voices to be heard. Our children are listened to and are taught to listen carefully to others; they are taught to respect the right of individuals to have their voices and opinions heard. They are taught to discuss issues in a balanced and calm way and make a meaningful contribution to the running of the school on matters that directly involve them. 

Our children learn about Democracy. The election of the School Council members reflects our British electoral system and demonstrates democracy in action. Class members firstly consider characteristics important for an elected representative, then each prospective school councillor delivers a speech to the class and members of the class then vote for whom they believe will deliver on their pledges using a ballot box. The council is made up of two representatives from each year group and the councillors meet regularly to discuss ideas put forward by their classes and how they can help to further improve their school.
Rule of Law

Children are taught from an early age the value and the reason behind rules and laws and therefore have the ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, and to apply this understanding in their own lives and, in doing so, respect the civil and criminal law of England. As part of our calendar of events, children receive visits from local authorities such as local police, fire service and NHS. 

At the beginning of each academic year, children collectively decide upon a set of class rules which reflect the ethos of the school and reflect, reiterate and promote acceptable behaviour. These are displayed and reviewed by the class throughout the year. Staff are committed to providing a consistent and predictable approach to behaviour management, which helps pupils to understand the connection between actions and consequences and encourages them to make decisions and choices that are acceptable to the school community and the wider society. 
Liberty

Alongside rules and laws, we promote freedom of choice and the right to respectfully express views and beliefs. Through the provision of a safe, supportive environment and empowering education, we provide boundaries for children to make choices safely, such as:

· Participation in extra school activities, both during and after school

· Independent snack choices
· Lunchtime hot dinner choices

· Independent learning 

· Playground leaders 

· Class monitors
Children are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and are taught how to exercise these safely, such as in our e-safety lessons, assemblies and PSHE curriculum. We also support others by participating in charitable events such as Red Nose Day/Comic Relief and Children in Need. We believe that fostering a caring and helpful environment and being independent can boost and nurture healthy self-esteem and self-confidence.

Mutual Respect

Mutual respect is a core value at Brinsworth Howarth Primary School. All members of the school community treat each other with respect. Our children know and understand that respect is shown to everyone, whatever differences we may have. Children learn that their behaviour choices have an effect on their own rights as well as those of others.

We also recognise our role in promoting and celebrating different backgrounds and beliefs. Through PSHE and RE lessons, our children learn about different religions that exist within British society and they compare the similarities and differences between them. Children are aware that all of these religions are practised in Britain and they learn about these, upholding respect for the beliefs of each religion.

School assemblies reflect current festivals and national awareness weeks which are taking place across Britain. Remembrance Day is honoured by the whole school in an assembly; children respect and recognise the loss of lives of those who fought in the war from countries all over the world. Other themed weeks include Anti-bullying week, Diversity week, Chinese New Year and Diwali. These are also usually followed up with learning activities in class within the same week as the assembly, to further embed the key messages we want children to understand. 
